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SESSION FOUR:  PROGRESSIVE SANCTIFICATION’S GOAL AND EXTENT 

 
VI. Sanctification’s Goal 
 
 A. Christlikeness – Rom 8:29-30; 2 Cor 3:18; Gal 4:19; Eph 4:13; Phil 3:10-16 
 
  Rom 8:29-30 – 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to 

the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these 
whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and 
these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

  2 Cor 3:18 – But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

  Galatians4:19 – My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you— 
  Eph 4:13 – until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
  Phil 3:10-16 – 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection 
from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I 
press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as are 
perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal 
that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have 
attained. 

 
 B. Godliness – 1 Tim 4:7-8; 6:3-6; 2 Pet 1:3, 6-7 
 
  1 Tim 4:7-8 – 7 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other 

hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; 8 for bodily discipline is only of little 
profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and 
also for the life to come. 

  1 Tim 6:3-6 – 3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, 
those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is 
conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions 
and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 

and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose 
that godliness is a means of gain. 6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when 
accompanied by contentment. 

  2 Pet 1:3 – seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence. 

  2 Pet 1:6-7 – 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in 
your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your 
brotherly kindness, love. 
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 C. Holiness – Eph 1:4; 5:25-27; 2 Tm 2:21; 1 Pet 1:15-16 
 
  Eph 1:4 –  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 

and blameless before Him. 
  Eph 5:25-27 – 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having 
no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 

  2 Tim 2:21 – Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for 
honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 

  1 Pet 1:15-16 – 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior; 16 because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 

 
 D. Love – Mark 12:28-31; Rom 13:8-10; 1 Cor 13; Gal 5:13-15 
 
  Mark 12:28-31 – 28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He 

had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” 29 Jesus 
answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND 
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ 31 “The second is this, ‘YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 

  Rom 13:8-10 – 8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his 
neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL 
NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

  1 Cor 13:1-13 – 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender 
my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is 
kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; 
it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does 
not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of 
prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, 
it will be done away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect 
comes, the partial will be done away. 11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, 
think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 
12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will 
know fully just as I also have been fully known. 13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. 

  Gal 5:13-15 – 13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is 
fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 15 

But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
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 E. Knowing God – Isa 11:9; Jer 9:23-24; Jer 31:31-34; Phil 3:7-11; 2 Pet 1:8 
 
  Isa 11:9 – They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 
  Jer 9:23-24 – 23 Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the 

mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24 but let him who 
boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises 
lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the 
LORD. 

  Jer 31:31-34 – 31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which 
I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the 
LORD. 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 “They will not teach again, each man 
his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, 
from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

  Phil 3:7-11 – 7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count 
them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a 
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 
death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

  2 Pet 1:8 – For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
VII. Sanctification’s Extent 
 
 A. Growth as expected – 1 Cor 3:1-3; Eph 2:8-10; Heb 5:11-14 
 
  1 Cor 3:1-3 – 1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, 

as to infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to 
receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is 
jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 

  Eph 2:8-10 – 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 
that we would walk in them. 

  Heb 5:11-14 – 11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need 
again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you 
have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not 
accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the 
mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 
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 B. Growth as necessary, not as the basis, ground, or root of saving faith, but as the demonstration, 
expression, or fruit of saving faith – 1 Cor 15:1-2; Col 1:23; Titus 1:16; Heb 3:6, 14; James 2:18-26 

 
  1 Cor 15:1-2 – 1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which 

also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the 
word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 

  Col 1:23 – if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister. 

  Titus 1:16 – They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and 
disobedient and worthless for any good deed. 

  Heb 3:6, 14 – 6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold 
fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. . . .  14 For we have become 
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end 

  James 2:18-26 –  8 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your 
faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 19 You believe that God 
is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But are you willing to 
recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith 
was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the 
Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED 
TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is 
justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also 
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 
 
 C. Growth as progressive, but never perfect, until glorification – 2 Cor 3:18; Gal 5:16-24; Eph 

4:12-13; 2 Pet 1:8; 1 John 1:8-2:3; 3:1-2 
 
  2 Cor 3:18 – But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
  Gal 5:16-24 – 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 

For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in 
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which 
are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts 
of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 

  Eph 4:12-13 – 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the 
body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of 
Christ. 

  2 Pet 1:8 – For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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  1 John 1:8-2:3 – 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar 
and His word is not in us. 1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 
those of the whole world. 3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. 

  1 John 3:1-2 – 1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called 
children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did 
not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what 
we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him 
just as He is. 

 
 


